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Guatemalan Cloud Forest
as Bird Watching Destination

What is a Cloud Forest?

*Water supply mainly from mist T 8

eCondensation zone at 1,200-3,000 m
(3,900 — 9,800 ft)
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Highlands >1,200 m (3,900 ft)
cover ~30% of Guatemala

Honduras

El Salvador
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Cloud forests occur in

Atlantic mountain ranges
and in smaller patches in
the volcanic highlands
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Cloud forests in
the volcanic
highlands are less
humid
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Interior mountain
with drier boadleaf
and mixed
woodlands

© Knut Eisermann, CAYAYA BIRDING, February 2006




Guatemalan Cloud Forest
as Bird Watching Destination

Drier Montane Forests
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Guatemalan Cloud Forest
as Bird Watching Destination

Drier Montane Forests
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Of all bird species nesting in
the Guatemalan highlands,
~10% are endemic to the
northern Central American
highlands

© Knut Eisermann, CAYAYA BIRDING, February 2006

JuUud rC e t

- ey T 1
u__'t'f._.ﬂ [

T e (I ¥
Ya) a .-.-ﬁ‘ ‘ "_‘—1 . 9 o~y
s Bird Watching De
: T P et _I.I_.__ ' ;-”..:__

& A

AN

QD)
¥

astination

Zoogédgraphy of Highland Birds

From: Eisermann, K. & C. Avendafio (2006) Diversidad de aves en Guatemala, con una lista
bibliogréafica. In E. Cano (ed.) Biodiversidad de Guatemala, Vol. 1. Univ. del Valle, Guatemala.
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«Some 370 bird species in the
Guatemalan highlands

eLow elevation cloud forest most
species rich

*High elevation cloud forests with
most specialized species

High-altitude cloud forest at Montafia Caquipec:
*142 species
*14 endemic to northen Central American highland

*39 Nearctic-Neotropical migrants

‘ Eisermann, K. & U. Schulz (2005) Birds of a high-altitude cloud forest in Alta Verapaz, Guatemala.
© Knut Eisermann, CAYAYA BIRDING, February 2006 International Journal of Tropical Biology 53: 577-594.
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Bird Communities

© Knut Eisermann, CAYAYA BIRDING, February 2006



© Knut Eisermann, CAYAYA BIRDING, February 2006



Guatemalan Cloud Forest
as Bird Watching Destination

Bird Communities

© Knut Eisermann, CAYAYA BIRDING, February 2006



Guatemalan Cloud Forest
as Bird Watching Destination

Endemics of northern Central American highlands
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- as Bird Watching Destination

Endemics of northern Central American highlands
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Guatémélan Sites”

Honduras

Rio Ezcondido.

Suaemeie Eiy.

El Salvador
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Chelemhé Cloud Forest Reserve

*Access on paved road from Coban or Guatemala City
to Tactic, from there on dirt road

eAccommodation: rustic lodge with 4 rooms w/ private
bathrooms
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*Observation balconies

*Exuberant scenic beauty of very humid cloud forest
*Several trails in primary forest and secondary growth
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Guatemalan Cloud Forest
as Bird Watching Destination

Chelemha Cloud Forest Reserve

14 species endemic to the Central American highland

*High density of Resplendent Quetzals
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Guatemalan Cloud Forest
as Bird Watching Destination

Sierra Sacranix

” 8 - sAccess via dirt road from Cobéan (4-WD vehicle) in 1 hour

E -
L
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Sierra Sacranix

Biwrra Sacrans
b 11 ‘. P,

Knowledgable local guides, which
are trained bird census takers of
the PROEVAL RAXMU Bird
Monitoring Program
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Guatemalan Cloud Forest
as Bird Watching Destination

Cerro Alux Watershed Reserve

30 min from Guatemala City or from Antigua
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Cerrb Alux Watershed Reserve
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oak forest

*Several trails in pine
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Guatemalan Cloud Forest
as Bird Watching Destination

Corazon del Bosque, Novillero

~ 4

x/

*Access via Panamerican highway

sAccommodation: simple lodges
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Guatemalan Cloud Forest
as Bird Watching Destination

Corazon del Bosque, Novillero

*Pine-oak woodland >2,000 m (6,600 ft).

*Several endemics incl. Blue-throated Motmot, Black-capped
Swallow, Pink-headed Warbler, Rufous-browed Wren,
Rufous-collared Robin, and Blue-and-White Mockingbird.
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Guatemalan Cloud Forest
as Bird Watching Destination

Los Tarrales Reserve

~]

sAccess via paved road between Lake Atitlan and Patulul

«Accommodations: comfortable lodge with rooms w/ private
bathrooms.
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Los Tarrales Reserve

sLocated on the slope of Atltlan Volcano (700 — 3,500 m;
2,300 — 11,500 ft).

*Enthustiastic local bird guides

© Knut Eisermann, CAYAYA BIRDING, February 2006 © Claudia Avendafio , CAYAYA BIRDING, February 2006
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i Guatemalan Cloud Forest
_;K as Bird Watching Destination

Online Information

Cayaya Birding — Birding Guatemala: www.cayaya-birding.com

Chelemha Cloud Forest Reserve: www.chelemha.org

Los Tarrales Reserve: www.tarrales.com

Corazon del Bosque, Novillero: www.corazondelbosque.com

Bird Monitoring at Sierra Sacranix: www.proeval-raxmu.org
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Knut EISERMANN, CAYAYA BIRDING,

Mailing address: P.O.Box 98 Periférico, Guatemala City, Guatemala.
E-mail: knut.eisermann@cayaya-birding.com

Web Site: www.cayaya-birding.com

Some of the photos were taken having the bird in hand, during scientific, licenced bird
studies.

All images © 1997-2006 Knut Eisermann, if not otherwise indicated. All rights reserved.
No form of manipulation or alteration, including copying or saving of digital images is
authorized unless accompanied by a written permission issued by Knut Eisermann.

Authorization is limited to the exclusive use of this document in the proceedings of the
Il International Bird Watching Encounter in Guatemala, 26 February — 3 March 2006,
Retalhuleu.





